In this provocative new study, one of the world's most distinguished anthropologists proposes that an understanding of cognitive science enriches, rather than threatens, the work of social scientists. Maurice Bloch argues for a naturalist approach to social and cultural anthropology, introducing developments in cognitive sciences such as psychology and neurology and exploring the relevance of these developments for central anthropological concerns: the person or the self, cosmology, kinship, memory and globalisation. Opening with an exploration of the history of anthropology, Bloch shows why and how naturalist approaches were abandoned and argues that these once valid reasons are no longer relevant. Bloch then shows how such subjects as the self, memory and the conceptualisation of time benefit from being simultaneously approached with the tools of social and cognitive science. 
new departures in anthropology
New Departures in Anthropology is a book series that focuses on emerging themes in social and cultural anthropology. With original perspectives and syntheses, authors introduce new areas of inquiry in anthropology, explore developments that cross disciplinary boundaries, and weigh in on current debates. Every book illustrates theoretical issues with ethnographic material drawn from current research or classic studies, as well as from literature, memoirs and other genres of reportage. The aim of the series is to produce books that are accessible enough to be used by college students and instructors, but will also stimulate, provoke and inform anthropologists at all stages of their careers. Written clearly and concisely, books in the series are designed equally for advanced students and a broader range of readers, inside and outside academic anthropology, who want to be brought up to date on the most exciting developments in the discipline.
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Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge This book has long been in the making and, as a result, early versions of many of the chapters have been presented to seminars or in the form of lectures in England at the London School of Economics, in the Netherlands at the Free University of Amsterdam and in France at the Collège de France where the bulk of an early version of the book formed the basis of my teaching. The summer school on the self organised for the Institut Jean Nicod of theÉcole Normale Supérieure by Frederique de Vignemont and Elizabeth Pacherie enabled me to develop the ideas which underlie Chapter 6. In the discussions which have followed these various lectures and seminars I have received much help which I cannot fully acknowledge but I wish to express my thanks to these institutions which enabled me to develop my ideas. 
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